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Roman Catholics, and the Presbyterians,
and other Churches ; all of them owned
valuable land which had been given to
them by the Governiment. in the past,
and which ought to bring them a large
amount of revenue; and he congratu-
latted the Government of the past for
having given thorn these lands, so as to
make them independent of the money
grrant, when that grant disappeared.

MR. R. F. SHAOLL said hie had had no
wish whatever to refer to any particular
denomination when he moved for this
return; he had purposely abstained from
mientioning any particular Church, and
hie was sorry that the rremier had
thought fit to bring up that question at
all. He did not object so much to the
principle of granting land to religious
bodies, as he did to the fact that the
land given to them was very often not
applied to the purposes for which it was
granted. He thought that if these
grants were going to be continued in the
future, it should be a condition that
when grants of land were made to a
religious body they should, within a,
reasonable time, be utilised. for the par-
ticular purpose for which they were
given. He was certainly amused with
the consistency of the hon. member for
Kimberley (Air. A. Forrest) in speaking
to this motion. The hen, member said
he was glad the Government made these
large grants. It certainly was amusing
to hear an hon. member who was one of
the strongest advocates for abolishing
the Ecclesiastical Grant, now congratu-
lating the Government upon their li beral.
ity in giving grants of land to religious
bodies. He thought the hon. member's
consistency was worthy of him. As for
the hon. member congratulating the
present Government, no doubt the hon.
member would continue to congratulate
them, whatever they dlid, so long as they
remained in office.

Motion put and passed.

PROTECTION TO PARLIA-MENTARY
PRINTERs BILL.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt), in moving the second reading
of this bill, said if members would read
the preamble of the bill they would see
its object, and know as much about it as
he did. It was necessary to protect those

who had the duty cast upon them of
publishing the reports and other pro-
ceedings of Parliament, so that in the
event of any libels appearing they would
not be liable to be hauled up before the
Supreme Court. Provision was also
made in the bill for facilitatingc the
proofs of Acts of Parliament and other
matters, whether printed and published
by the Government Printer or other
printer authorised by the Government.

Motion agreed to.
Bill read a second time.

Thle House
o'clock, P.M,

adjourned a.t hialf-past .3

Monday, 2nd February, 1891.
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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
7-30 p.m.

PRAYERS.

SANDI DRIFT ON FREMANTLE ROAD.

MR. PEARSE asked the Commnis-
sioner of Crown Lands, what steps he
proposed to take in assisting the Fre-
mantle Municipal Council in connection
with the sand drift on the Fremantle
Road ?

Parliamentary Printers.
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Tus COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmien):- A sur-
vey has been made of a proposed devia-
tion, to escape the site of the sand-drift
on the Perth-Fremiantle Road, and the
G-overnmnent intend to make the proposed
deviation. In the meantime the Fre-
mantle Municipality and Roads Board
have asked for a vote in aid to enable
them to keep) the road open for traffic,
and the Government hope to be able to
secure for them a certain sum out of the
vote for Roads and Bridges for 1891.

RAILWAY SIDING, NORTH
FREMANTLE.

MR. PEARSE asked the Comis-
sioner of Railways, whether it was the
intention of thle Government to miake
provision on the Estimates for this year
for the construction of a. railway siding
at North Fremantle ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
W-AYS (lion. H. W. Veuni) said it was
his intention to make provision onl the
Estimates for this work.

UNLICENSED SALE OF LIQUORS AT
MIDLAND JUNCTION.

AIR. TRAYLEN-who had given notice
of his intention to ask the Government
whether their attention had been directed
co unlicensed sales of intoxicating bever-
ages at the Mitfland Junction, under the
guise of a club-said that as he Saw from
the newspapers that the Gorernment had
taken action in the matter, there was no
need for him now to ask the question
standing in his name.

BALLAST USED BY CONTRACTOR FOR
MIDLAND RAILWAY.

MR. TRAYI1EN, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, whether the contractor for the
Midland Railway had had permission,
by the authority of the Government, to
use sand ballast; and, if not, whether he
was using ballast equal in efficacy to
that of the Great Southern RailwayP

THE COMM~ISSIONER OF RMIL-
WAYS (Hon, H. WV. Velln) replied, as
follows: Clause 6 of the Contract entered
into by tho Contractor of the Midland
Railway, and approved by the Conimis-

sionier of Railways, 2nd November, 1888,
reads thus:

" Ba]last is to consist of hard
Stonle, broken so ais to pass in

"every direction through a ring two
"and a ball inches in diameter, or
"good clean gravel, free from loam.
"or earthy particles, excepting that
the bottom? ballast may consist of
good suitable sand, thoroughly boxed

"up with gravel or broken stone, &e.,

There has been no departure from the
approved specification ; the work is going
on satisfactorily.

RETURN OF PUBLIC WORKS CO'N-
STRUCTED OUT OF CURRENT RE-
VENUE.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Ron. H. W. Veun) laid onl
the table the return moved for by Mr.
Traylen on the previous day (which
motion was negatived. on a division),
showing the Public Works constructed
out of current revenue since 1874. (Vide
p. 98, ante; also p. 114, p)ost.)

NEW BILLS.
THE PREMIER (Ron. J. Forrest)

asked the Speaker, whether it was com-
petent for him, in the absence of the
Attorney' General, to umove, on behalf of
his hon. and~ learniled coileagUC, the-
motions standing in his namle on the
Notice Paper?

THE SPEAKER said it was permissi-
ble, according to Parliamentary practice,
for a Minister to move a motion onl be-
half of another Minister, but the samie
rule did not apply to private members.

THE PREMIER (Hon. I. Forrest)
then moved for leave to introduce a Bill
to amend the General Loan and Inscribed
Stock Act, 1884; and a Bill to amend
the Law relating to the Receipt, Custody,
and Issue of Public Moneys, the Audit
of the Public Accounts, and the Protec-
tion and Recovery of the Public Property.

Leave given.
Bills read a first time.

IMPROVEMENTS TO LUNATIC ASYLUM.
MuR. SCOTT, in accordance with

notice, moved the following resolution:
"That this Rouse having taken into
consideration the Report of the Superin-

[ASSEMBLY.) Lunatic Asylum.



Imnprovemnents to [2 FEB., 1891.] Lunatic Asylum. 105

tendent of the Lunatic Asylum, together
with the remarks made by the author-
ised visitors to that Institution, is of
opinion that a Select Committee from
this House should be appointed to con-
sider and report to this House what may
be necessary to put the said Institution
upon a satisfactory basis, both as to
accommodation and maintenance." The
lion. member said thle motion was one
that mighit not command the active
sympathy of the members of the House,
but he was sure that so far as their
passive syin1 )athy was concerned lie
should certainly receive that, He knew
that, outside the walls of the House, thle
Press had lately been moving in the
direction he now wished to advocate, and.
further than that, he knew that the
House had had the matter brought uinder
its consideration on several occasions
since lie had had the honor of a seat in
it. The question, to his mind, was this:
Whether they should allow, under our
new order of things, an institution like
this to continue in a state which certainly
somewhat reflected upon that liberality,
that good feeling, which lie thought was
proverbial amiongst West Aust'ralians.
When men or women had the mis-
fortune to lose their reason, they, became,
as it were, dead-dead to the world; but
hie thought for all that they should be
borne in mind by those who ha~d to legis-
late for the colony, and in dealing with
this mnatter it seemed to him it really was
a question whether they were acting
justly to those unfortunate people.
They wvere put into the Asylum by a
process of law, in the hope that with
care 'and proper treatment they might
receive some benefit; but, once there, it
seemed to him that we did our very best
to prevent their ever coming out again.
He had been over that Asylum many
times, and be did not know that he had
ever come away without feeling more
disgusted than upon previous occasions.
It seemed that the accommodation was
becoming gradually more and more in-
adequ~ate, and the demand upon it, both
as regards the accommodation itself and
thle staff required, wa~s getting greater
every year, with the result that it was
getting more and more-cbdfficult to keep
the institutioni in proper order. He
thought-if lion. members had taken
advantage of the time between the day

Ihe gave notice of his intention to move
this motion and the present-they would
probably have looked over the report. of
the Surgeon Superintendent, but, in
case they bad not, he Would just read
what he said in his last report. He
would do so for this reason, that it put
the case in more concise and forcible
language than lie had at his command.
Before referring to what was said by Dr.
Barnett in his last report, hie should like
to read an extract from another report
fromi the saint' gentleman, so long ago as
1886. He said : " As in formier years, I
"would respectfully press on the Gov-

"eminment thle. cr ying need *which exists
"for a separation of incurable p~atieints

" from those whose reason is onlyv for a
" brief time under a cloud." Th~at was
what ho (Mfr. Scott) was pointing out
a moment ago, and it was one of the
chief reasons why he thought something
was required to be done to separate the
curalble from the incurable patients. He
knew that the Government intended to
do something, but lie wanted to find out
whether that'something wvas what ought
to be done. "1At present," the Surgeon
Superintendent went on to say, ",the
" wanit of space anl of attendants nlecessi-
"tates that cases of temporary insanity,

" amenable to treatment, and above all
" things quiet and rest, should 1)e asso-
" ciated, and eat their meals with incurable
"congenital idiots and noisy maniacs."
He (Mr. Scott) could imagine nothing
that wvould have a greater tendency to
keep) a luau a lunatic nil the days of
his life than that. "I have before fre-
" quently," Dr. Barnett said, " had the
"honor of stating that thle present con-
"dition cannot be changed without incur-
"ring a comparatively large expenditure
"in building, and in providing a eon-
"siderable addition to the present staff,
"male and female; but I consider such
"an outlay to be an imperative neces-
"sity on grounds of humanity. Patients
"whose friends are in circumstances

"to pay for their maintenance and
"treatment could then be admitted in-
"stead of having to be taken to Eng-
"land or to the other colonies, as hre-
"quently occurs at present." This was a
matter he had himself frequently noticed

Iin going over that Asylum. They found
Iwithin its walls people belonging to those
to whom, he was sure, it must be a source
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of,'very great regret that they, could not
keep them in a different position and
under different circumstances from those
in which they were unfortunately placed.
In his report for 1888, the Surgeon Super-
intendent becamec a little more hopeful.
He said: " The urgent representations
"1which, during many past years, I have
"made on this important subject have at
"last the promise of bearing fruit. A

suma of money has been voted, plans
"have been drawn out, but as yet no

" actual work has been commenced. At
" my request a considerable addition has
" been made to the Asylum grounds, but
"the land has not yet been enclosed."
And, f urther on, he said: " During 1888
",we have had several very violent man-
"iaces, male and female, with a tendency to
" injure themselves and attack others.
" Even in Asylums where the number of
" attendants is very large there is much
" difficulty in controlling, patients of this
" character; but the difiulies are vastly
" greater in an establislhnent such as this
",where every attendant has in the ordin-
"ary day's work as much as it is possible

" to do, and there are no spare attendants
" to tell off for this special work." With
reference to that, he believed that if the
House granted permission to have this
select committee appointed, it would be
shown that patients were kept in solitary
COtUiacielLEnt sipl bec1a-use the re. wns not
the necessary number of attendants to
look after them ;and there could be no
doubt that this solitary confinement was
most prejudicial to those so confined.
This was really a very distressing state of
things. The Surgeon Superintendent
added: "1This paucity of attendants is
"felt most severely at the female side of
" the Asylum, and cannot be rectified
"until additional rooms are provided."
Dr. Barnett's last report was even more
forcible. He said: "However weani-
" some my reiterated complaints may be,
"I feel compelled to continue to advo-
"cate and press for those changes which
"I know are required. The correctness

"of my assertions as to the advisa-
"biLity of separating curable from in-
"curable patients has never been ques-
" tioned, yet I have been left year after
"Year to get on as best I could with
"unsuitable buildings and overworked
"attendants; my urgent representations
" have almost beecn ignored, and no prac-

" tical action taken to give effect to that
"which every one acknowledges should
"be done." That was what he (Mr. Scott)
complained of in this matter. The Gov-
ernment and everybody acknowledged the
necessity for these reforms, hut the diffi-
culty was to get them to take any active
part in dealing with this dreadful subject.
Dr. Barnett went on: "I am well aware
"that the expense of this alteration would
"be great, necessitating, as it would, not
"merely the erection of additional build-
"ings, but also increase in the number of
"male and female attendants; yet the

"subject is one of such importance and
"urgency that I venture again to draw
"His Excellency's attention to it. A

"suite of rooms for the reception of
"lunatic patients whose friends are in a
"position to pay for maintenance and
"medical supervision might be added,
"'and would not only tend to meet an
"extremely urgent public want, but also
"would probably considerably diminish
" the expense of the proposed additions.'
He bad reason to believe it was the
intention of the Government to do some-
thing to improve the present state of
things; still he should like to find out
whether it was their intention to put up
buildings that would be adequate for the
next six or seven years, or whether it
would be a process of cobbling rather
than oroviding for the future. As the i'o-
ulation of the colony increased, we must
expect that, like all other countries, we
shall have a proportionate increase in the
number Of our insane; and what he should
like to know was whether the Government
intended to make provision for this in-
crease of patients. Simply cobbling up the
present accommodation would be no good.
As Dr. Barnett said: "The Asylum has
"now to be re-modelled and re-arranged.
"If I am to carry out the improvements
"which I have for so many years been
"planning, I must ask to be justly and
"generously treated, so that I can give
"my whole time to this most important
"work, and to prepare for that increase
"of insanity which is certain to accom-.
"pany the increase of population. I
"could, with more certainty and con-
"fidence of success, enter on this import-
"ant work if I was placed in a position
"to visit the neighboring colonies, study
"the systems in use there, and inspect
"the working of various Asylums. My
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" aim is to do away with, as far as may
" be possible, the sad, gloomy, and
"poverty-stricken surroundings of the
"patients, and, in sonic degree, make the
"place a cheerful home for those unfor-
"tinates who suffer from this worst of
all human calamities; but in order to

" do this, I Must be treated Liberally,
" and have a free hand." Words such

athose com-ing from a gentleman who
had had the superintendence of this
Asylum for the last twenty years cer-
tainly ought to bear more than ordinary
weighit. He said more than ordinary
weight for this reason: the gentleman
Who made these assertions was well
k-nown to them all, and lie was perfectly
certain lie would not make such asser-
tions unless hie -were quite prepared to
grive such evidence in support of them. as
would couvince a commnittee of that
Rouse. If this gentleman, as he said in
his report, with all his experience of
twenty years, felt that in order to deal
satisfactorily with this question it was
desirable that he should visit the other
colonies and inspect the working of
similar institutions there,-if this gen-
tleman felt that this was necessary in his
ease, then he (31r. Scott) did not think
there was any other man in this colony
who was capable of dealing with the
subject. If the House would be good
enough to give him this committee lie
was asking for, hie believed they would
1)e able to place before the Govermient
and the House such information as would
satisfy them of the urgent necessity of
carrying out these improvements. He
had much pleasure now in moving the
resolution.

A. TRAYTEN said 'he bad very
much pleasure in rising to support the
motion made by the hon, member for
Perth, who had been extremely careful
in placing the facts before them. There
was only' one portion of the hon. mem-
ber's remarks that he felt inclined to
find fault with. Tho hon. member said
hie had no doubt he could claimi the
passive symipathy- of niembers in this
matter; he (Mr. Traylen) thought the
hon. memiber igh-t have gone further
than that, and said he could claimi their
active sympathy if all the facts were
placed before them, as they could and
would be, if this select committee were
appointed. Raving a firm belief in their

commnon humanity -a hruanitv which
was to be found rnnninig through all
memulers in the House-he felt satisfied
that if the select committee which thc
lion, member asked for were appointed
and laid the facts of the casc before the
House, the House would be ve ry glad
to make some Much, niore suitable pro-
vision for the wants of this institution,
-this painfully necessary institution-
than bad been mnade in the past. And
perhaps one of the reasons why the
Rouse had not in the past listened
to the strong relpresentations of the
Surgecon Superintendent waS that there
had been no such general investigation
into the condition of affairs at this
Asyhiun as would be made by the ap-
pointnient. of a, select comittee. With
these few observations, he was very glad
to support the motion.

THE: PREA11ER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the Goveirnment had no objection to
this motion, nor had he any reason to
say anything in opposition to what the
hon. member had put before the House.
He did not know that the hion. member
was quite right when he said that the
Government had not done much in the
past for this institution. Re thought
there had been a groat deal of mnoney
spent on that budlding by the Govern-
moent. Year after year money had been
voted for it. Even some of the loan
money raised for harbor works had, some
years ago, been re-voted, and diverted for
improving- the condition of the building;
and a good many additions had been
made during the last year or two. He
might also add that the Government
now proposed to make further additions,
and to make provision for the work on
this year's Estimates. He had not doubt
that great improvements were necessary
in these buildings, but members must
he aware that we were a struggling
colony, and that we had a very large
extent of territory to look after; and the
Money had really- not been available for
this work. Tlint was ahont the truth of
the mnaster. He had no doubt that the
bion. member for Greenongh was in
"1active sympathy " with the object in
view; but active sympathy, hie took it,
meant putting one's hand in one's pockets;
and if thiey could only find the funds
necessary for all these improvements hie
was sure they would all be very glad.

Pnprovemenls io [2 FE:B., 1891.]
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But, considering the other demands upon
the Government, considering the large
amounts now necessary to carry on the
affairs of this country, it wvas amatter
for consideration whether ally large sumn
could really be devoted to thi-s very
laudable object, at the present time. He
only hoped it might Ibe found possible to
place on the Estimates a sum that would
enable them to carry out some of the
suggested improvements. He did not
suppose they could do all that w as wanted.
It appeared to him that to do all that was
required by the Surgeon Superintendent
would cost a very large amount of money,
-he should say £20,000 at any rate;
perhaps more. However, if members
thought they were prepared to find that
money out of loan-for he did not think
they could spare it at present out of
current revenue-that was a matter for
the House to consider. He could only
say that the Government had no objec-
tion to the appointment of this com-
mittee. No doubt the committee would
be alble to give them some valuable
information, which would place them in
a better position to go into the matter.
At the same time he was not prepared
to admit that this Government were not
willing to do all they could in this
matter. They had not had time yet
scarcely to look into the requirements of
the various departments ; the House
would bear in mind they had only been
in office a few weeks, so that they could
hardly be blamed in this matter, what-
ever might be said as to any remiss-
ness or blame on the part of the late
Government-and hie was not prepared
to admit that there had been any blame
attached to the late Government in this
matter, for he believed they bad been
equally as anxious as the present Gov-
erunment were to do all they could,
but they found they could not do all
they wished simply because the money
was not available. -The fact of the
matter was, the whole establishment had
been founded on a wrong basis ; it was
founded with an entirely different ob-
ject from that which they now had in
view, and the whole thing wanted to
undergo a transformation. To do that
would take a great deal of money. He
only hoped this committee, if appointed,
would go to work in a way that would
assist the Government in carrying out

the object they had in view. He was
sure it was the desire of every member
of the present Government to do all that
could be done in the matter; the only
obstacle in thme way was the want of
funds, At the same time he was quite
willing to do his best to see if they could
not make this institution a credit to the
cout-y. He was formerly' , for souie
years, one of the official visitors to this
asylum, and he used to go and look at the
Visitors' Book, and he always noticed that
the remarks entered there were soinething
to this effect: "This is a most excellent
institution; found everything in excellent
order; everything seems tobe workingvery
nicely ; it reflects the utmost credit upon
those in cbarge,"-and so on. He never
saw an entry made in that book reflect-
ing in any way adversely upon the
management or the state of the institu-
tion; so that, perhaps, some fault was
attafihed to the visitors who made these
very favorable comments upon the
Asylum, and who seemed to think there
was nothing wrong. Possibly lie him-
self bad not been blameless in this
matter; no doubt, as a visitor, he had
entered many complimentary observa-
tions in that book; at the same time,
lie must confess he did not altogether
like it, He had not been there since he
had teased to be one of the official visitors,
but li h elieved there was room for im-proveneut. He knew that in other
parts of the world these institutions
were, as a rule, very admirable insti-
tutions, where the inmates were allow-
ed at considerable amount of freedom
and recreation; pleasant walks were pro-
vided, with nice plants and flowers, and
ever 'ything that could possibl 'y be done
was done to minister to their comfort,
and every care was taken to divide the
curable patierts from the incurable, Of
course, if we could do something in the
same direction with this establishment, it
would be very desirable. He did not
k-now, however, whether the site was a1
good one, or whether it would lend itself
to any great improvement in the way of
mak-ing the place agreeable to the eye.
Possibly plants might be made to flourish
there, but it was a bleak and exposed
situation. No doubt the committee
would take this matter into their con-
sideration, Of course, if they -had to
change the site of the present institution,
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that would entail a very large expense.
At any rate, the committee could do no
harm. The motion, he was sure, had the
sympathy of them all. He dlid not k-now
whether lie could say their active symi-
1 athy-that depended upon the definii-
tion which the hon. member put upon
the words; at any rate, he assured the
hon. member he hiad the sympathy of the
Government, and they would be very
glad to assist him so far ais they could in
the good object he had in view.

Motion put and passed.
Me. SCOTT moved that the select

committee consist of the Director of
Pulic Works, Mr. Trarlen, Mr. R. F.
Sheoll, Mr. Randell, and the mover. with
power to call for persons and papers.

Agreed to.

S~TAND[Nr RULES AND ORDERS.
The House then went into committee

for the consideration of the report of
the select committee on the Standing
Rules and Orders of the Legislative
Assembly.

THE SPEAKER said perhaps it would
be convenient if he stated what had been
done by the select committee in drawing
ipl these Standing Orders, and probably
members would be inclined to accept
them without further discussion. He
might state that they were almost word
for word the same rules and orders as
were in force in South Australia, and
which he believed had been found to be
so wvell adapted and so efficacious in
regulating the proceedings of Parliament
there that they h ad scarcely ever been
amended. Here there had been some few
amendments made in them, in accordance
with sonic recommendations of his own
and other members, by Mr. Black-more,
the Clerk of the Parliaments in South
Australia, a gentleman of large ex-
perience in Parliamentary procedure;
but they were not many, and were
chiefly verbal. There were also two or
three rules introduced from the Standing
Orders of the Imperial Parliament. But,
generally speaking, they were word for
word the rules adopted by the South
Australian Legislature. The select com-
mittee had not at present made any rules
dealing with private bill legislation, be-
cause in the other colonies those rules
were nsually framed by a joint corn-
mittee of the two Houses, so that there

might be a, uniformity in their method
of dealing with such bills. It was
obviously inexpedient that there should
be two distinct modes of procedure in
dealing wvith private bills in the two
H1ouses; and his intention was to call a
joint committee of both Houses to con-
sider the rules to be adopted with regard
to private legislation.

The Rules wetre then dealt with chapter
by chapter.

Chapters I. to Vl. were agreed to with-
out comment.

Chapter VI.-" Contempt or other
misconduct: "

THE SPEAKER said lie raight p~oint
out that Rules 72 and 73 had been
adopted from the Standing Orders of the
Houise of Commons, and he wishied. to
mnove an amendment in Rule 76. That
Rule, as it now stood, provided for the
infliction of a penalty not exceeding £50
in the case of any member of the House
declared guilty of contempt; but it did
not provide for a similar punishment in
the case of a, stranger, or any other
person~ except a member, misbehaving
himself. It was necessary that the
Speaker should have this power of deal-
ing with strangers as well as with Hm-
bers of the House, and he had therefore
to move that, after the words "Any
member," the words "or other person,"
be inserted.

Agreed to.
THE SPEARER said he had also ain

amendment to move in Rule 78, dealing
with the scale of fees payable on the
arrest of any person for contempt. The
Rule, as it stood, only dealt with arrests
or cointtals made " by order of the
Assembly," whereas Rule 75 contem-
plated arrests being made also by order
of the Speaker. It was necessary, there-
fore, in order to deal with all persons
who might he lined and arrested, that
Rule 78 should be amended, so as to
provide for the enforcement of any fees or
fines in the case of those who were com-
mitted by order of the Speaker, as well

Ias by order of the Assembly. He there-
fore moved the insertion of the words
" Speaker or of the" before the word
" Assembly."

Amendment agreed to, and Chapter
VII-, as amended, adopted.

Chapters VIII. to XII.:
Agreed to, without comment.
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Chapter XIII.-" Questions:
Tun SPEAKER pointed out that there

was one rather important alteration made
here, with regard to the forns in which
the " previous question " should be put.
The alteration had been made upon the
advice of Mr. Blackore, the Clerk of
the Parliaments in South Australia, in
addition to which the committee had
ascertained that the form now proposed
was the form adopted in the House of
Commons, and also in the House of
Congress, in America, and in most of the
Parliaments of the other colonies. The
form formerly used was, " That the
Question be now put ;" but the form
now proposed was, " That the Question
he not now put." Under the old form,
the member who moved it had to vote
against his own motion; but under the
proposed new form this anomaly would
be removed, and the member making the
motion would vote in accordance with it,
instead of against it.

Chapter XIII. was then agreed to.
Chapter XIY.-put and passed.
Chapter XV.-- Divisions: "
THE SPEAKER said there was one

little difference made here with regard
to the mode of conducting divisions.
Under these rules, members would take
their seats and remain sitting on which-
ever side of the House they intended to
vote, instead of congregating together,
and standing in a group behind the seats
as they used to do. This innovation was
in accordance with the practice in other
Legislative Assemblies where they dlid
not go out of the Chamber into a sepa-
rate lobby, upon a division; and it was
a far more convenient way for taking
the names of members than when they
used to congregate in groups on eithe~r
side of the House.

AIR. TRAYIJEN called attention to
Rule 191,- "A memaber calling for a
division shall not leave the House, and
shall vote with those who, in the opinion
of the Speaker, were in the minority."
Supposing the Speaker were wrong, in
deciding upon the voices, whether the
Ayes or the Noes were in a minority,
would it not be rather bard upon thie
member calling for a division to have to
vote with the minority ?

THE CHAIRMAN pointed out that as
a rule the member who called for a
division was in the minority, otherwise

he would not challenge the decision of
the Speaker upon the voices.

Mu. TRAY-LEN said there might be
eases in which a division might, be called
for simply in order to show to the world,
the outside public, who had voted with
the Noes.

Ain. PARKER did not think it would
be in accordance with Parliamentary
practice for a member to call for a
division simp]ly in order to show who
the Noes were.

Rule agreed to.
Chapters XVI. to XIX.:
Agreed to, without comment.
Chapter XX.-" Messages from the

Governor:"
THE SPEAKER said the select coin-

inittee had made a slight alteration in
the South Australian rules with regard
to communications made by Message.
In the South Australian Parliament
messages from the Governor were de-
liveredi at the bar of thle House to the
Clerk, in the same way as messages from
the Upper House; but the committee
thought it would only be respectful to
the Governor to treat a mnessage from His
Excellency in a somewhat. different Juan-
ner from messages received from the
other House. In all the other colonies
except South Australia this distinction
was made; and, under the rule now pro-

ernor was announced by the Sergeant-
at-Arms, the business before the House
would be suspended, and the bearer of
the message admitted within the bar to
deliver the message in person to the
Speaker.'

Agreed to.
Chapter XXI.-"1 Communication be-

tween the two Houses:"
TuE SPEAKER said that under this

head the select committee had made con-
siderable alterations, with reference to
the manner of conducting comnmunica-
tions or conferences between the two
Houses, in case of dispute. in South
Australia, and he believed in nearly all
the colonies, there were two forms of
conferenices,-an ordinary conference and
a free conference. The custom was first
of all to demand an ordinary conference.
when a certain number of members from
each House were appointed to confer,
but this could only he done in writ-
ing. No arguments or reasons could
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be advanced by word of mouth, all the
commun iications between the two branches
being in writing. Mr. Blackmore had
informed them that in the w'bole course
of his experience in the South Australian
Parliament lie had never known any use-
ful result derived from this form of
comimunication, in the course of which
neither appeal or argument could be
made by word of mouth; and he had
strongly advised us to do without this
form of conference, and mnerely to have
what was called free conferences, when
the members from each House were
allowed to discuss the matter at issue
by word of mouth instead of the tedious
process of reducing all their conununica-
tions into writing, with the invariable
result, as Mr. Blackmorc told them, of
having afterwards to resort to a free
conference. The select conmmittee, there-
fore, thought it would be better to have
only this kind of conference between the
two Houses here.

Agreed to.
Chapter XXI.-" Public Bills, initia-

tion of:
Mu. CANNING, referring to Rule

2.59, asked whether it was necessary for
a mnenmber who obtained leave to bring
in a bill to present a fair copy of the bill
on the day leave was given to introduce
it, or whether it would he competent for
him to present the bill on a, subsequent
day ?

THE SPEAKER said it was not neces-
sary for a member, when he obtained
leave to bring in a bill, to present the bill
on that day; so long as he gave the title
of the bill that was quite sufficient. He
could bring up a blank sheet of paper if
he liked, with the title of the bill upon it.

Agreed to.
Chapters XXIH.-XXflH.:
Agreed to.
THE SPEAKER said the select com-

mittee had left out all rules and orders
relating to a call of the House. They
had been advised to do this also by
Air. Blackmore, and he thought for a
very good reason, for it was perfectly
useless for the Speaker to issue an order
for a call of the House, when, after get-
ting members together, they could not be
compelled to vote.

THE CHAIRMAN reported that the
Committee had agreed to the Rules, with
amendments.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. Forrest)
moved that an address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor, askingr that
lie would be pleased to approve of the
Standing Rules and Orders as adopted
by the House.

Question put and passed.

COST AIND REVENUE OF GOVERNMENT
RAILWAYS AND TR"MAYS.

MR. HAREPER, in accordance with
notice, moved that a return be laid on
the table showing:-

'. The mileage of each section of
the Government Railways and Tram-
ways as divided for the purposes of
keoping' tbe accounts.

2. The total cost of each of such
sections for the Year 1890, inclusive
of interest on the cost of construc-
tion.

3. The total revenue derived from
each of such sections for the year
1890.

The hon. member said as the Ministry
proposed a considerable extension of our
railway system it would be advisable for
the House to have this return, showing
what the revenue was that was now
derived from the lines already in exist-
ence.

Motion put and passed.

PARLIAMENTARY PRINTERS PRO-
TECTION BILL.

The House went into committee on
this bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to.
Clause 3.-" It shall be'tlawf ui, in any

"civil or criminal proceeding to be com-
"menced or prosecuted for printing any
"extract from or abstract of such report,
"paper, votes or proceedings, to give in
"evidence such report, paper, votes or
"proceedings, and to show that such
"extract or albstract was puiIshed bond

::fide and without malice. And if such
"shall be the opinion of the jury, a

"'verdict of 'not guilty' shall be entered
"fo- the defendant or defendants :

MR. TRAYLEN would like a Little
explanation as to the meaning of this
clause. He believed that cases had occur-
red in England where members in their
places in Parliament had given utterance
to remarks which, though privileged as
having been uttered in the House, would
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otherwise be grossly libellous, and that
having been thus ])rotected they had
afterwards taken the opportunity of pub-
lishing portions of their sp~eech~es, which
were calculated to prove somewhat injur-i-
ois to the individuals attacked. This
clause seemed to him to be so worded as
to admit of members of that Hlouse doing
the samue thing here, if they should lie so
disposed. He was not sure whether it
was desirable to give this protection even
to hon. members of that House. He
understood this clause was intended to
cover the publication by the newspapers
of any remarks that might be made in
that House by a member in his place;
but it seemed to him to go further, and
to throw a cloak possibly over people who
ought not to have such a cloak thrown
over them. He was not prepared with
an amiendmnent, lbut hie wished to draw
attention to the clause ais worded.

MR. CANNQING said it seemed to himi
that the clause referred only to persons
,acting uinder the orders of' the House,
and that it only protected such persons.
He took, it that the clause would not ex-
tend the privileges of Parliament to any
person publishing a report of the pro-
ceedings on his own responsibility, or
any extracts from members' speeches, if
they were of a libellous character.

AIR. TRAYLEN thought there was a
clear dtistinction i1)ctwcen li rteto
affdrded by this clause and the protection
afforded by the first clause. The latter
clearly dealt with persons who published
reports tinder the authority of the House,
such as the Government Printer, and
was intended to baa- all proceedings, civil
or crimnnat, against persons so authorised.
But this clause referred to persons pub-
lishing extracts or abstracts from the
reports of the proceedings,' and it ap-
peared to himi it would open the door to
abuses.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is the lion. meni-
her prepared with any amendment?

MR. TRAYLEN: Ngo, sir.
Clause put and passed.
The remaining clauses were agreed to,

without comment.

The House adjourned at 9 o'clock, p.m.

Tzlesday, 3rd February, 1891.

Notice of motion; point of Order-H nekwoodl Tin min.
jag mr.s question-Teegraph Departmaent ofie
hours questiou-Prth-lnsselton Ralwy ,mpof
Mmdeduto-Easten Goldfields: yaid of goldi

THE PRESIDENT (Sir T. C. Camp-

bell, Bart.) took the chair at 3 o'clock.

PRAYERS.

NOTICE OF MOTION-POINT OF
ORDER.

Thie HON. J. MORRISON: I beg to
give notice that on Tuesday next I shall
move, That previous to undertakinig any
portion of a line of railway to the east-
ward of the present ralilway system of
Western Australia by means of loan
moneys, the Governnment be requested to
call for tenders for a through line of
railway from Frenmantle to Eucla; the
tenders to state the number of acres per
ile for which the specified work would

be completed and equipped. That tenders
should be publicly invited by advertise-
ment from Europe, America and Aus-
tralasia.

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think the
lion. mnember will be in order in maoving
such at resolution at the p)resent time.
The on~l Bill will shortly be brought
before the House, and then if any hon.
membler does not agree with the schedule,
lie will have an opportunity of giving his
reasons, but at ])resent I consider the
lion, member is out of order in giving
this notice of motion.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. G.
Shenton): The Bill is not yet before
the House.

THE PRESIDENT: The hon. member
does not know anything about the Bill
yet.

THE HON. J. MORRISON: This motion
is intended to be independent of the Bill,
and it Simply asks for the opinion of the
House whether such ai railway Should bie
carried out from loan moneys or on the
land grant system.

THE PRESIDENT: I think it would
be better for the hon. member to wait
until the LOan Bill is 1)efore the House.
I have, I may say, written out an
elaborate ruling on what the powers of
this House are. At the proper time that

Poild of Order.[COUNCIL.]


